
FOOTER

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID

DS

 Understanding What New Infrastructure 
Investments Mean for Pennsylvania 

Dear Reader,

Worn down roads and bridges. Schools in need of repair. Public water lines failing. Slow 
internet. An aging electrical grid.

Pennsylvania’s infrastructure needs a massive facelift to better prepare us for the 
future. Modernizing our infrastructure creates good jobs, brings businesses to our state, 
and gives our kids the tools they need to succeed. We’ve got some work to do.

The President and Congress are working on it, in the form of new infrastructure 
legislation that provides the funding to address many of our problems, creates jobs, and 
is paid for by getting corporations and people with incomes over $400,000 per year to 
pay their fair share in taxes.

In this edition, we’ll go through the most important details of the infrastructure bill, 
including what’s in the bill, when we can expect to see results, how it’s going to be paid 
for, and what you can do to help hold elected officials accountable.

As always, we hope you find this information helpful. We’d love to hear from you, 
whether your feedback is positive or negative. All our contact information is available  
at www.inunionusa.com. 

October 2021

President Biden recently announced new rules requiring the federal government 
to use its buying power on American-made goods. And it’s about time—some of 
the government’s procurement rules haven’t been updated since the 1950s, and 
the United States has spent way too much money on products made abroad.

Here’s what you need to know about the new rules: 

1. Beginning immediately, goods purchased with taxpayer 
money must have 60% American-made content, up 
from 55% before.

2. That threshold will rise to 65% by January 2024,  
and to 75% by 2029!

3. Federal contractors must provide details on the 
domestic content of their products, so the government 
can verify that they are following the rules.
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In Union is a project supported by a group of unions. We’ll provide you with research on issues that affect working 
people’s lives, examine the records of elected officials on those issues, and give you ways to hold your elected 
representatives accountable. In Union is not affiliated with, does not take contributions from, and does not make 
contributions to any candidates or political parties. For more information, please visit www.inunionusa.com.

President Biden Mandates That Government  
Buys American-Made Goods

Great News

Contact Your Member of Congress: 

If you agree with President Biden and In Union that Buy American rules are good for 
working families, good for Pennsylvania, and good for America, call 202-224-3121 
to be connected to your member of Congress and let them know what you think.

Source: CNN, 7/28/21

www.inunionusa.com  
info@inunionusa.com  
@InUnionUSA
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN INFRASTRUCTURE LOCAL VOICES ON INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS IN PENNSYLVANIA 

Sources: CNBC, 8/25/21; BBC News, 4/29/21; 
Data for Progress; WESA, 8/10/21; Morning Call, 
8/11/21 

“Pennsylvania is the perfect example of the urgent 
need for the Build Back Better Plan to fix our nation’s 
crumbling infrastructure. The plan will revitalize our 
infrastructure, create good-paying jobs, and put food 
on workers’ tables. Congress—get it done.”

“The #BuildBackBetter Budget and Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act together are a historic 
opportunity to invest in American families 
instead of powerful corporate interests. It’s about 
time that Washington started delivering on the 
promises it’s made to working families.”

—Tom A. 
Norwin, PA

The Biden Administration’s  
Build Back Better Plan is made up of two key bills—the American 
Jobs Plan and the American Families Plan. Taken together, these bills would provide 
historic, once-in-a-generation investments in our economy through infrastructure 
improvements, child care, health care, education, and more—creating millions of 
good-paying jobs along the way.

We get a lot of questions about the infrastructure investments. Here are some of the 
most common ones, along with some quick answers:

• The 6th most estimated funding in 
the nation, creating thousands of jobs

• Repairing 7,500 miles of our roads 
and 3,330 bridges

• Expanded broadband for 390,000 
residents and lower Internet costs for 
many more

• Improved water infrastructure for  
safe drinking water

• A recent survey showed 74% of 
Pennsylvanians support the bill

• Most Democrats in Congress and  
19 Republican senators 

• Labor unions like LiUNA, SEIU, CWA, 
the Western PA District of Laborers 
Council, IBEW, the Teamsters, and the 
AFL-CIO

• Raising taxes ONLY on the wealthiest 
Americans (incomes over $400,000) 
with no tax increases on the middle class 

• Raising the corporate tax rate on the 
wealthiest companies, who benefit from 
government spending but currently do 
not contribute to it

What's in the plan for Pennsylvania? Who supports it?

How will it be paid for? 

“The fact of the matter is my 
Build Back Better Agenda costs 
$0—and it won’t raise taxes on 
anyone making under $400,000 a 
year. We’re going to pay for it by 
ensuring those at the top and big 
corporations pay their fair share.”

- President Joe Biden, October 4, 2021

— U.S. Senator Bob Casey, 10/13/21

Stories From Our Community
The In Union team is out in our community, talking 
with folks about issues affecting our lives, so we’ll 
highlight some of the stories we hear.

Marlo has been living in the McKeesport 
area since 1981. The biggest change she 
has seen is the collapsing infrastructure 
of her neighborhood and the area at large. 
She believes her town hasn’t received the 
attention and upkeep it deserves, specifically 
the storm drains and decaying bridges 
nearby. That’s why she’s hoping we get some 
funding to make repairs.


