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Let’s Hold the
Politicians Accountable
Governor Whitmer is working hard to implement the new infrastructure law and ensure the resources
are going to important projects across Michigan.
But we need to make sure the resources from these bills are focused on our priorities. That’s why we
want to hear from you—so we can hold our elected leaders accountable.

QUICK HITS

Infrastructure in MI by the Numbers
President Biden and a bipartisan group in Congress are bringing critical infrastructure investments
to Michigan. Governor Whitmer and bipartisan allies also passed the Building Michigan Together
Plan, bringing even more resources to create good union jobs and improve our infrastructure.

NEARLY

$750 MILLION

89,000

will be used to guarantee clean
water access for all Michiganders2

jobs supported by
Gov. Whitmer’s
infrastructure policies1

16,000

1.3 MILLION

lane miles of road repaired by
the end of the year since 20193

Michiganders will have new
broadband internet access4

SOURCES: 1. State of Michigan Press Release, 6/1/2022. 2. Michigan Live, 4/4/2022. 3. Michigan Live, 4/7/2022; State of Michigan Press Release, 6/1/2022. 4. Michigan Radio, 4/17/2022.

HOW IS THE INFRASTRUCTURE ACT PAID FOR?
•

No new taxes on anyone making
less than $400,000 per year5

•

No increases in gas taxes or
fees for electric vehicles7

•

Redirecting unused money from
the COVID-19 relief bill6

SOURCES: 5. The Guardian, 10/27/2021. 6. CNN, 11/15/2021. 7. CNN, 11/15/2021.

In Union USA Action is a project supported by a group of unions. We’ll provide you with research on issues that affect working people’s lives, examine the records of elected
officials on those issues, and give you ways to hold your elected representatives accountable. In Union is not affiliated with, does not take contributions from, and does not
make contributions to any candidates or political parties. For more information, please visit www.inunionusa.com.

How did your elected officials vote on the infrastructure bill?
Member

District

Party

Vote

Sen. Gary Peters

Statewide

D

YES

Sen. Debbie Stabenow

Statewide

D

YES

Rep. Jack Bergman

MI-1

R

NO

Rep. Bill Huizenga

MI-2

R

NO

Rep. Peter Meijer

MI-3

R

NO

Rep. John Moolenaar

MI-4

R

NO

Rep. Dan Kildee

MI-5

D

YES

Rep. Fred Upton

MI-6

R

YES

Rep. Tim Walberg

MI-7

R

NO

Rep. Elissa Slotkin

MI-8

D

YES

Rep. Andy Levin

MI-9

D

YES

Rep. Lisa McClain

MI-10

R

NO

Rep. Haley Stevens

MI-11

D

YES

Rep. Debbie Dingell

MI-12

D

YES

Rep. Rashida Tlaib

MI-13

D

YES

Rep. Brenda Lawrence

MI-14

D

YES

To find your representative and their vote, visit
clerk.house.gov/Votes/2021370
SOURCES: H.R. 3684, Senate Vote #314, 8/10/2021, 117th Congress, 1st Session, senate.gov; H.R. 3684, House Roll Call #370,
11/5/2021, 117th Congress, 1st Session, clerk.house.gov.

WHAT DO YOU THINK
WE SHOULD FOCUS ON?

Let us know what issues are most important in your community.
Send a note to: info@inunionusa.com

GOV. WHITMER SIGNS HISTORIC BILL INVESTING IN
MICHIGAN’S INFRASTRUCTURE
Dear Reader,
Following the passage of the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Governor
Gretchen Whitmer signed the Building Michigan Together Plan, a bipartisan bill that
invests nearly $5 billion in Michigan’s infrastructure and economy.
These new laws will create jobs and improve transportation, water, and high-speed
internet infrastructure in every region of the state.
But this is about so much more than roads and bridges—it’s about creating good
union jobs for Michiganders, increasing American competitiveness on the global
stage, safeguarding our neighborhoods against natural disasters, and guaranteeing
broadband internet access and clean water for all.
Governor Whitmer has worked with our elected leaders, government officials,
unions, and community groups to make sure the resources go towards Michigan’s
most critical needs.
So, how will the Infrastructure Act and the Building Michigan Together Plan help
working Michiganders like us?
We’ll answer these questions and more in this edition of In Union. If there’s anything we
missed or if you have questions about the new infrastructure investments, we want to
hear from you. Email us at info@inunionusa.com.
Sincerely,
The In Union Team

“The bill includes more than $316 million for road and bridge improvements,
with another nearly $100 million for improvements at public airports. There’s
about $66 million for public transportation as well, including $1.6 million for
intercity bus services.”
www.inunionusa.com

info@inunionusa.com

@InUnionUSA

What’s the Infrastructure Act
Bringing to Michigan?

Expanding Broadband Internet Access
in Every Corner of the State

Investments in roads, bridges, airports, and state parks, extended
broadband internet access, expanded public transportation, and more.

With this funding, we can expand internet access to the
more than one million Michiganders who currently lack it,
and low-income families will be eligible for benefits to help
them pay for broadband.4

GM to spend $6.5 billion, add 4,000 jobs
at Michigan EV factories

Michigan’s infrastructure has been crumbling into disrepair for decades, but things
are about to change thanks to these new investments. Over the next five years, these
investments will get folks back to work on essential projects. The map to the right
highlights some of these investments in Michigan.

Repairing Dams

Michigan has nearly 300 dams that have a high or significant hazard
rating—and nearly two-thirds of our dams have exceeded their typical 50-year
design life. The Infrastructure Act will provide much-needed funds to construct
and repair dams, including in Midland and Gladwin Counties, where dam failures
caused flooding in 2020.5

Michigan on cusp of major broadband expansion to areas
of state with little access

Improving and Expanding Public Transportation

Ensuring Clean and Safe Drinking Water

Millions of people rely on public transportation to get around, but
these essential services have lacked investment for years. This bill will
bring much-needed funding to various public transit agencies across the
state—including creating a new intermodal facility serving bus and rail
passengers in Detroit.6

Clean and safe drinking water should be a right guaranteed to everyone—but
that’s not a reality right now. A major portion of this funding will go to revitalizing
Michigan’s ailing water infrastructure: eliminating lead pipes in Benton Harbor,
building a water tower in Flint, decontaminating water systems in Muskegon County,
and ensuring that every family in every neighborhood across Michigan has access to
clean water.1

Restoring Roads Across Michigan

Nearly a quarter of Michigan’s major roads and highways are in poor condition, costing the
average Michigan household over $1,000 per year in car repairs and extra fuel costs. With
this funding, we can repair our roads to make them safer for everyone and ease congestion
by widening and reconstructing roads like M-37 in Caledonia.2

“It is the largest federal investment in the country’s
infrastructure for decades and is seen as a major
domestic win for the US president.”

Fixing Our Dilapidated Bridges

Michigan has at least 1,219 structurally deficient
bridges to fix. This federal funding will help repair
and rebuild our bridges, including replacing the
Main Street bridge in the village of Mattawan.3

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE INFRASTRUCTURE
RESOURCES SPENT?
We need to make sure the politicians are focused on the
right priorities. To hold them accountable and let them
know what you think, email us at info@inunionusa.com.
Dig deeper into these investments:

1. Detroit Free Press, 3/24/2022. 2. Michigan Live, 4/14/2022; Michigan Live, 4/7/2022;
Michigan Live, 4/4/2022. 3. Patch.com, 2/12/2022; Michigan Live, 4/4/2022; 2018 Report
Card for Michigan’s Infrastructure, Bridges, accessed 5/26/2022. 4. Michigan Radio, 4/17/2022.
5. Detroit Free Press, 3/24/2022; 2018 Report Card for Michigan’s Infrastructure, Dams,
accessed 5/26/2022. 6. Detroit Free Press, 3/24/2022; Michigan Live, 4/4/2022.

