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COMBATING RISING HEALTH
CARE COSTS IN WISCONSIN

In Union USA Action is a project supported by a group of unions. We’ll provide you with
research on issues that affect working people’s lives, examine the records of elected officials
on those issues, and give you ways to hold your elected representatives accountable. In Union
is not affiliated with, does not take contributions from, and does not make contributions to any
candidates or political parties. For more information, please visit www.inunionusa.com.

GOVERNOR TONY EVERS FACILITATES AGREEMENT FOR
UNIONIZING HEALTH CARE WORKERS AT UW HEALTH
After three years fighting for a voice on the job, University of
Wisconsin nurses are one step closer to gaining the right to bargain
for fair pay, better benefits, and workplace safety.

It’s been a tough couple of years, and a lot has
changed, but the research team at In Union is
providing this newsletter to offer a little hope.
There are many reasons to be optimistic about the
future of health care in the Badger State.
Inside, In Union offers some insight into the state
of health care in Wisconsin, how your elected
officials are addressing rising costs, and how your
family might be affected.

UW nursing strike is averted after Tony Evers
brokered an agreement to pursue a legal
analysis on the effort to form a union
MADISON - Hundreds of Madison nurses
seeking to be recognized as a union canceled
a three-day work strike at the last minute after
Gov. Tony Evers called the health care workers
and their bosses to Maple Bluff over
the weekend to hash out a settlement…

Pharmaceutical companies are reporting record
profits while health care costs skyrocket for many
Wisconsin families. Meanwhile, our economy
and way of life are still impacted by the lingering
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Gov. Tony Evers stands with SEIU Healthcare Wisconsin
after announcing an agreement with UW Health to
recognize their nurses’ union.

“I just made an offer to come to the residence,
sit down together and my message was quite
clear that people in Wisconsin expect everybody
to work together for the best of everyone. And no
one wants a strike,” Evers said.
9/12/2022

www.inunionusa.com

Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes rallies in solidarity with nurses to
demand that UW Health recognize their union.

The election is just around the corner.
See inside to learn more about how your elected officials
are handling rising health care costs.

Evers-Barnes Administration Takes Action to Lower
Health Care Costs in Wisconsin
Americans are paying Big Pharma more for the top twenty drugs than
the rest of the world combined. In 2020, the U.S. spent nearly double on
health care per person than other wealthy nations, but our health care
system ranked last. Fortunately, with the support of state leaders like the
Evers-Barnes Administration and others, Democrats in Congress recently
passed the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA) and President Biden
signed it into law.1 This Act includes provisions to make prescription drugs
and health insurance more affordable for millions of Americans. And we’re
making even more progress here in Wisconsin.

HEALTH CARE IN THE NEWS

“Wisconsin physicians blast
Johnson for voting against Inflation
Reduction Act, lowering prescription
drug & health care costs”

“Gov. Tony Evers to allocate $14
million of federal funds toward
mental health services”

“Barnes backs not only drug pricing reforms… but also putting
the United States on a path to universal healthcare…”

Tony Evers & Mandela Barnes are making health care and
prescription drugs more accessible by:
• Making serious investments in mental health care, including
using $14 million of federal funds to hire and train mental health
professionals, build youth mental health facilities, and fund mental
health research2
• Strengthening consumer protections against misleading marketing
and advertising practices or attempts to artificially raise prices3

VOICES FROM THE EVERS-BARNES ADMINISTRATION
“Every Wisconsinite should have access to the quality, affordable health
care they need when they need it, especially our kids who have been
struggling perhaps now more than ever.”
– Governor Tony Evers
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 8/3/2022

• Establishing a $50 copay cap on insulin, long before a federal cap
was established in the recent Inflation Reduction Act4
• Eliminating BadgerCare prescription drug copayments,
increasing accessibility5

“I’ve been on BadgerCare, and I’ve seen how critical it is for working
people. I believe everyone should have access to quality health care.”
– Lt. Governor Mandela Barnes
Twitter, @TheOtherMandela, 9/17/2021

• Investing $6 million to expand the WisCaregiver Careers program,
helping bring more medical professionals into nursing homes6

“It’s critical that we hold those responsible for the opioid
epidemic accountable.”
– Attorney General Josh Kaul
Wisconsin Department of Justice, 7/8/2021

4. Urban Milwaukee, 2/3/2021. 5. Urban Milwaukee, 2/3/2021. 6. Twitter, @GovEvers, 5/20/2022.
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Hold the Politicians Accountable
Concerned about rising health care costs? Visit www.inunionusa.com
to take action and make your voice heard.
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@GovEvers, 8/16/2022. 2. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 8/3/2022. 3. Urban Milwaukee, 2/3/2021.
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CHECK THE FACTS: 1. HR 5376, Senate Vote #325, 8/7/2022, 117th Congress, 2nd Session, senate.gov; Twitter,
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